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That this simple change would, as Mr. Spencer sav.s, involve no serious revolution in existing arrangements is in many cases not perceived by those who think of it for the first time. It is sometimes said that while this principle is manifestly just, and while it would be eas}r to apply it to a new country just being settled, it-would be exceedingly difficult to apply it to an alreadv settled country where laud had already been divided as private property, since, in such a country, to take possession of the land as common property and let it out to individuals .would involve a sudden revolution of the greatest magnitude.
This objection, however, is founded upon the mistaken idea that it is necessary to do everything at once. But it often happens that a precipice we could not hope to climb, and that we might well despair of making a lad-. der long enough and strong enough to scale, may be surmounted by a gentle road And there is in this case a gentle road open to us, which will lead us so far that the rest will be but an easy step. To make land virtually the common property of the whole people, and to appropriate ground rent for public use, there is a much simpler and easier way than that of formally as-suming the ownership of land and proceeding to rent it out in lots—a way that involves no shock, that will conform to present customs, and that, instead of requiring a great increase of governmental machinery, will permit of a great simplification of governmental machinery.
In every well-developed community large sums are needed for common purposes, and the sums thus needed increase with social growth, not merely in amount, but proportionately, since social progress tends steadily

